AKBIVAL   IN   CHINA  STATION                      71

she fanned along under a light easterly breeze, and arrived in
the roads off Singapore toward midnight of July 29, 1870.
Through the darkness the flagship Delaware could be distin-
guished, with t'gallant masts down, and, in conformity with the
rigid exactions of those days, to follow the motions and move-
ments of the flagship, the light yards and masts of the Benicia
were sent down. At daylight the following morning it was
discovered that we had taken up a good anchorage not far from
the Delaware, and, like her, were ready for the usual morning
evolution at colors, of "crossing light yards" and "loosing sails
to dry." This evolution was performed cleverly, handily and
noiselessly by the Benicia's crew under that spirit of rivalry so
common in those days when our men-of-war fell in with each
other.

The usual salutes and visits were exchanged, as required by
the regulations. Much news mot rm at this port after our long
cruise of several months. The Franco-Gorman war was well un-
der way. Several successes of importance had boon won by the
Germans. A concentration of both the French and Herman, armies
was being made for the desperate struggle. The Emperor had
left Paris to assume command in the Jield. The Empress Eu-
genie had been loft as Regent of the empire in Paris. The ex-
citement in Paris was intense, and much dissatisfaction was man-
ifested by the apparent lack of readiness of the French army
compared with the splendid order of the Germans, as shown in
the battles fought by them on Freftch soil

Supplementing this exciting news wan that of the massacre
of French inuis at Tion-Kion, in north China. The anti-foreign
feeling, so manifest at that day, gave rise to rumors of the* most
appalling character, of advances upon the foreign settlements
in the various treaty ports, and the further slaughter of foreign
residents domiciled in them under treaty right. The* story ot
this dastardly assassination and the outrage of these good women
is still remembered. Occurring its it did at a moment when
the French wore engaged in a terrific struggle at bonus their
forces in Chinese waters wore placed under serious disadvantage.
By agreement of the German and French authorities, the ileets
of the two nations in those waters were to remain inactive in
order that there should be no apparent break in the force stand-